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that they put all the best writing and speaking ta
the blush; as it is, I can recall only the sense, and
that perhaps imperfectly. He began by saying that
he had little things in his past life that it gave him
especial pleasure to recall ; and that the faculty of
receiving such sharp impressions had now died out in
himself, but must at my age be still quite lively and
active. Then he told me that he had a little raft
afloat on the river above the dam which he was going
to lend me, in order that I might be able to look
back, in after years, upon having done so, and get
great pleasure from the recollection. Now, I have a
friend of my own who will forgo present enjoyments
and suffer much present inconvenience for the sake of
manufacturing ' a reminiscence' for himself; but
there was something singularly refined in this pleasure
that the hatmaker found in making reminiscences for
others; surely no more simple or unselfish luxury can
be imagined. After he had unmoored his little em-
barkation, and seen me safely shoved off into mid-
stream, he ran away back to his hats with the air of
a man who had only just recollected that he had
anything to do.

I did not stay very long on the raft. It ought to
have been very nice punting about there in the cool
shade of the trees, or sitting moored to an over-
hanging root; but perhaps the very notion that I
was bound in gratitude specially to enjoy my little
cruise, and cherish its recollection, turned the whole
thing from a pleasure into a duty. Be that as it
may, there is no doubt that I soon wearied and came
ashore again, and that it gives me more pleasure
to recall the man himself and his simple, happy